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I n s i d e  P a g e s

LL
C Jain gave the inaugural address- saying "the elec-
tion commission has done us proud. From the very first 
general election it has taken us forward by holding 

elections with the greatest of competence for such a huge pop-
ulation. We are very proud of the Institution of the Election 
Commission of India. Today's gathering is un-
der the auspices of Vote India. Does it not ring 
a bell? From Quit India to Vote India! We the 
senior citizens grew under the umbrella of Quit 
India. Now you will live under the umbrella of 
Vote India. Every single Indian has a stake in 
the country and we should not depend entirely on the law to set 
our politics right. You have a duty to help in the process."

Ramesh Ramanathan explained what CIVIL is about. "In the 
history of Independent India, at least as far as Urban India, this 
opportunity for citizens to work with our election machinery, 
the voter list itself, has been given to us today. It is a large re-
sponsibility. CIVIL is part of a larger national initiative called 
'Vote India.'

Before the last elections, the election commission had many 
positive initiatives to help clean up the voter list. In Rajasthan 
there was a tremendous amount of community initiative sup-
ported by the election commission where they said that the 
voter list would be read out in the Village Gram Sabha and the 
citizens were given the right to correct it. (73 constitutional 
amendment). But there is no such initiative in the urban area. 
All you need to do to go from a first class citizen to second 

class citizen in our country is to purchase a third class ticket 
from the village to the city. The urban citizen does not have 
the same rights as the rural citizen.

The election commission responded very positively to a 
similar initiative on the urban front. The voter list belongs to 

the citizen. They have given us the permission 
to look at the voters list in the Rajajinagar con-
stituency consisting of 3 lakh voters (about 1/10 
the population of Bangalore) in a very scientific 
manner. The community members along with 
student volunteers will do the verification. This 

whole exercise has been designed by you citizens. This is the 
beginning of a journey of responsible citizenship, we are deep-
ly grateful to the election commission for the kind support 
they have given us especially the Chief Election Commission 
and Ajay Jha. (Contd... Page 5)
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Don't turn Bangalore into another Mumbai

Firstly I need to thank you for letting 
me join you people for a cause. I had a 
wonderful experience, which I will 
always remember. Well this is what I 
would like to say about my stay here 
and what an impact it had on me...

Working at Janaagraha for past six 
weeks opened my eyes to the workings 
of the government and the 
administrative system in India. I had 
always taken most, if not all, of the 

services offered to us citizens for 
granted. Of course, I had voted during 
elections and thought that I had done my 
bit. But I had never really bothered to 
follow up or even keep in touch with the 
happenings in my own Ward.

Today I realise that an active citizen 
can even single handedly bring about a 
series of changes in our system. I admire 
the work done by Janaagrahis. Their 
dedication and determination despite all 
difficulties is truly commendable. I may

o come back to Bangalore
If I do, I will surely be

agraha. If not, know that 

you have created 
a Janaagrahi in 
some other city in 
India.

Thanks again 
for everything

- Naina 
Machado, 

Student Internee, 
S P Jain  

Institute of 
Management

Sir,
The picture of a burnt police jeep 

on the front page (DH, March 17) 
prompted me to write this letter. It is 
evident from the violence that 
erupted near Yeshwantpur that there 
has been an explosion of traffic in 
Bangalore city and that the police can 
no longer handle it.

Right now, Bangalore has got 
enough industries and educational 
institutions. Electronic City-on Hosur 
Road, and Whitefield, are 
overcrowded with industries. The 
population of the City is growing very fast. The people of the 
City will face acute water and power scarcity in the future. 
The crime rate is increasing and peace has become a casualty 
Senior citizens are being thrown out of their own homes. 
Vegetables and meat have become costly for the people. Many 
trees have been cut down to make roads wide and in many 
places the one-way traffic system has made life miserable for 
the people. Schools and colleges are collecting hefty 
donations. From a beautiful Garden City, Bangalore is fast 

becoming a cement/crime city.
Is Bangalore the only place in 

India for industrialists and 
businessmen? The Central 
Government should encourage 
industrialists and businessmen to 
invest in other states like Kerala, 
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, 
besides the northern states of the 
country. Our State Government 
should stop new industries from 
entering Bangalore. Why should our 
State Government spend money on 

infrastructure like big roads and flyovers, and tax our people 
heavily? Today, we are paying more road tax in Karnataka 
than the people of other states do. Is it possible for the State 
Government to arrange sufficient water, power and all other 
infrastructure to meet the demands of new industries? If so, at 
what cost? We do not want to face the problems that the 
people of Mumbai face now.

- T M KAVERIAPPA,  Bangalore
(Deccan Herald - March 24, 2005)

My Experience 
                 at Janaagraha

I had the oppor-
tunity to work for 
the Citizen Train-
ing aspect space 
to be given at Ja-
naagraha. The ex-
perience that I had 
was an "eye-open-
er".

As part of my 
task to develop 

content for the "Urban Governance" sec-
tion I had the opportunity to interview 
Ramesh. During the interview he asked 
us "Have you seen the constitution of In-
dia?" To this we grinned sheepishly and 
said "No". It was here that I realised it 
was indeed quite a shame! We are stu-
dents in a postgraduate course at one of 
India's premier institutes. We ought to at 
least know the essence of our constitu-
tion.

The course of my project has taught 
me a few things about local 
governments. I hope to build on my 
knowledge on governance.

Having seen the tasks and the vision 
of Janaagraha, I consider it to be my 
privilege that I got the opportunity to 
contribute for its cause. The 6-week stint 
may be over. But the friendly people, the 
unrelentless commitment and the 
insightful leadership - I will not forget. I 
promise to be back soon!!

Thank you Janaagraha!!
- Arun R, Student Internee, 

S P Jain Institute of Management

A Hoysala jeep was set on fire during the violence on 
Tumkur Road in Bangalore. 


