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BalaJanaagraha CivicExhibition

T he Bala Janaagraha - Civic
Exhibition was held on Dec 20,
2003 at the Banashankari Vidya
Peeta - Auditorium, Bendre Nagar,
Bangalore.

About 155 students from five schools
and participated in the Civic Exhibition
which consisted Model display, Stalls
debate and Ward Vision Presentation.

16 teachers and also Abhyudaya
Committe members, members from
Resident Welfare Associations, Parentsand
Judgestotalling to 41 were thereto support

the young citizensto putup the exhibition.
The programme started with Invocaion by
students of Bala Janaagrahis.

Abhyudayapresident Shri V. Ramargju
presided over the function.

3 Independent Judges from educational
field were thereto judge the best amongest
the participating schools for different
aspects. They were (1) Shri K.T. Dorai
Swamy, Reted. Principal of Hombe Gowda
School, Wilson Garden, (2) Smt. Kusuma
P. Kulkarni, Principal of Sharada Niketan
School, ISRO Layout, (3) Ms. Sushmita

Nanda, M.Sc., (Environment) from
Bhageerathi Nagar of Ward 55.

After the Introduction of Abhyudaya
and Janaagraha (Contd... Page 5)
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JANATHA SPEAK

I came here on a Thursday,
on Sunday | was taking pic-
tures of my first workshop, it
was Janaagraha’s second. |
did not really under stand yet
what Janaagraha was
about. Nor did | really
understand the English
with an Indian accent.
And | actually had
never photographed
people before.

But | started to
learn. | found myself
in a warm family of
Janaagrahis. And |
found myself capable of capturing
people's actions and interactions in
aframe.

Those first 2 weeks were like
fallinginlove. All new thingsforme
to discover and so many first times,
| don’t think I’ ve experienced since
| was a baby. My first time on my
owninan autorikshaw. My first time
bargaining. But also my first time
being sick without my mom around
to nurture me.

| listened to everything that was
said about Janaagraha and absorbed
it. | learned to listen through the ac-
cent, | even got myself answering
the phone, and actually understand-
ing what was said on the other side,
even being able to give answers. |
learned to stand on my own.

| really came to know the

strength of Janaagraha
when it was hitting the
newspapers. And at that
moment | also got to
“= ' know thestrength of ‘fa-
ther’s love’, since my
dad had read the articles
at about the sametime as
| was reading them.
Later, after falling
inlove, | realy became to
love your country. When |
came to India | didn’'t ex-
actly know what to expect,
but I found a warm,
colourfull country, with
possibilitiesand oppurtunitiesto de-
velop. For meit had the opportunity
to develop myself. Not only | got
better in photographing, | also
learned to open my mind.

But as always, thereisatimeto
come and there's a time to go. For
me the time to go has amost come.
| am going to travel trough the rest
of your country, because I'm sure
there’s more for me to discover out
there.

| want to wish you the opportu-
nities to develop yourself, your
ward, your world. And | want to
thank you for this great experience,
which | will carry with me in life,
aways.

Tot ziens! (good bye)

- Karin Joanknecht
(Proud to be a Janaagrahi)
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Students Ward Vision

This Vision document was prepared by the BalaJanaagrahis of

Auden School, Ward 54.

A small sample survey was conducted in the area of Banashankari I11
Stage. Based on this survey, we found that
1) 80% depend on corporation water and 20% on wells.
2) 60% say the supply of water is enough - 40% say it is not enough.

3) Thetime of water supply is not suitable to office-goers because many of
them stay in upper storeys and the pressure needed to be built to reach
their storeys is there only after 10 am.

4) None recycle water

5) 99% have littleidea on how much money the corporation is spending on
supply of water

6) 90% wash their yards everyday, their vehicles aimost everyday through
corporation running water.

Conclusion : ..... The public need to be more conscious in using water.
They should stop storing water unnecessarily and join handswith the BWSSB
in conserving water the future.

- Harshita Ramnath, Megha, Pratheek, Shivkumar and Varun

JanaagrahaCalendar
(Jan 1 - Feb 15)

SHG & DMA Meetings

Jan 9

Jan 10 :
Jan 12 :
Jan 13 :
Jan 19 :

Jan 23 :

: Ward 96 (4 pm) @ Shiva-shankar

Block, Hebbal.

Ward 96 (2.30 pm) @ Kuntigrama,
Hebbal.

@ DMA Office, V.V. Tower, 9th Floor
(3 pm). _

Ward 94 (3 pm) @ Anganawadi Centre,
Vinobh Nagara, Kadugondanahalli.
Ward 96 (4.15 pm) @ Subramanya
Colony, Hebbal (3 pm), Subramanya
Colony, Hebbal.

CDS Meseting @ SISRY Office,
Srirampura.

MRM M eetings

Jan 3

: Ward 55 (10 am) @ Ward Office,

Padmanabha-nagar.

: Ward 68 (6 pm) @ Ward Office,

Koramangala Opp. Suka Sagar Hotel.

: Ward 74 (5 pm) @ Domlur Ward, office

Airport Service Rd.

: Ward 78 (5.30 pm) @ KSV Nilaya, Near

Photo Flash Shop.

: Ward 96 (10 am) @ Sumangali

Jan 8

Jan 17 :

Jan 24 :
Feb 7 :

Sevashrama.

: Ward 94 (4.30 pm) @ Ward Office,

Nagavara Main Rd. Opp. Urdu School.
Ward 100 (6 pm) @ RMV Club.

Ward 50 (10 am) @ Ward Office,
MinarvaCircle.

Ward 54 (10 am) @Ward Office,
Kathriguppe Main Rd., Near Water Tank.
Ward 7 (6 pm) @ Malleshwaram
Swabhimananitiative - Sumathi Rao
(Ph: 23449824).

- Ward 36 ( 10 am) @ Ward Office - M.N.

Kesari (Ph : 23388502).

: Ward 55 (10 am) @ Ward Office -

GopaaKrishna(Ph : 26690480).

: Ward 67 (5.30 pm) @ Ward Office -

Gurudas (Ph: 25710674).

: Ward 68 (6 pm) @ Ward Office - Anil

Kumar (Ph: 25537619).

: Ward 74 (4 pm) @ Ward Office - Akshay

Mallappa(Ph : 98450 26308).

: Ward 78 (5.30 pm) @ KSV Nilaya

(Ph: 22286411).

: Ward 96 (10 am) @ Sumangali

Sevashrama - Y.H. Rao (Ph : 23434183).

: Monthly Reveu Meeting
. Self Help Group

: Community Development Society
. Directorate of Municipal Administration




CONNECTING

Globalisation, Values and Democracy

ne of the most exciting set of debates that is
happening across the world is about globalisation,
coveringavast spectrum of topics. winnersand loser s, the
inditutionsthat regulateglobalisation; theability of countriestoretain
meaningful control over their destinies; theimpact on theindividual,
and soon. And ther eisyet no univer sal agreement on theter mitsalf!

There are also protestors against globalisation, wanting to
reverse the trend. While there are many ills that accrue from the
acceleration of bringing the peoples of the world together, the
benefits far outweighs the ills. Of course, there are negative
consequences, but these require redressal, not reversal. Indeed,
the most important debate about globalisation is in dealing with
how to makeit work in amanner that isjust and fair to all.

Those who oppose globalisation have aresponsibility to definea
comprehensive alternative world view. They cannot- in good
conscience- fly tointernational protestson global airlines, in machines
built by the “evil multinationals’; get covered by media entities that
arean integral part of the globalised marketplace; or network on the
internet with the help of servers and routers built by the forces of
technology and globalisation — it’'s the same technology even if the
website address endswith “.org”. At best, such protestors are naive;
at worst, they are deceitful.

There are interesting questions are about how India and Indians
are going to copewith globalisation, both proactively and reactively.
By reactive, | mean that most Indianswill havetolivewith therealities
of globalisation with changesin their means of livelihood and ways
of life. By proactive, | mean that there will need to be strong and
cogent voicesraised at international forumsto make the outcomes of
globalisation more equitable and fair, both geopolitically for India
and for various economic sectors in the country, like farmers and
small-scale and cottage industries.

L eaving aside the economic consequences, | want to focus on the
impact globalisation is going to have on value systemsin India.

Why the focus on values? Because, at the end of the day, it is
values that determines the actions that people take. Our convictions
arise out of our values. And our actions come out of our convictions.
Of course, sometimes we take actions that are contrary to our values.
But this does not pass smoothly, it creates an interna conflict, and we
struggle to align our actions with our values.

With new experiencescome new values. Thisistrueat anindividual
level, and also at the level of asociety. And thisosmosis, fusion and
clashing of values is what keeps change happening.

There are many questions about values. Where do these values
comefrom? Arethereasingle set of valuesfor asociety, are societal
valuesjust an aggregation of individual values?lsthereany migration
path for values, as though moving up some hierarchy, some better
than others? Over the past few decades, there has been much work
done in mapping the values that a society is characterised by, with
important findings. For example, one of theresultsisthat asasociety’s
level of economicwell-beingincreases, thereisamove away from overt
religious values. Individua religious belief does not disappear, but
there is still sufficient evidence to show the correlation between
economic well-being and increasing secularisation.

Another result isthat the value system of individualsisafunction
of vulnerability experienced in their childhood. For example, theWorld
War generation of the 1950sin Europe grew up with avalue system
that emphasi sed security and comfort, having seen the war; the post-
war generation of the 1990sisfar less agitated about this, is capable
of living with uncertainty, and in fact welcomes diversity.

Economic successin Western countriesin the 19" and 20™ century
aso came with industrialisation, mass production and the bureacratic
organisation; these fostered their own value systems. Now, with the

breakdown of thelarge bureacratic organisation, and the emergence of
the Internet economy, some of these bulwarks of the old value system
arebeing dismantled. Globalisation therefore carries with it the gene
code of new and different values, as it seeps into the fabric of the
societies that get connected.

To make matters more complex, these changes are not happening
uniformly across al societies, nor are these societies receiving these
changes from the same starting point. Also, different societies have
different political arrangements. Hence, one of thefascinating areas of
analysisof asociety or acountry isthetriangular relationship between
economic structures, value systems and political arrangements.

Inthiscontext, let uslook at thedominant vaue systemthat isbeaming
out of the United States, the principal actor in the globalisation script.

Thisis acountry whose value system over the past two hundred
yearshas been one of conquering nature, of bringing it into the control
of man, asfar as possible, and continuously attempting to do so.

Whether it wastheWright brotherswho dared torulethesky,
or Edison with electricity, the past few hundred year s have been
lar gely about thedominanceof a set of valuesthat emphasised the
centrality of man. Without glossing over theatrocitiestotheNative
Americans, therecor d hasbeen quiteadmir able, with evidencepiling
up of the successesof thisvalue system.

On the political stage as well, it has been Americathat breathed
lifeinto theideaof democracy over the past two hundred years. After
their revolution for Independence, they were the oneswho took over
the global mantle of deepening democracy. Much of this started at
thelocal level, through protection of property - asprivate asit gets -
and then grew concentrically outwards. This was in keeping with
their character, with their value system.

Their economic and political arrangements were consistent with
each other and their value system. For ademocracy to really work, it
requires active engagement. This comes from a value system that
believes that all is conquerable, that life is about struggling in the
material world.

So in America, they took the idea of democracy, from the
grassroots, and kept pushing to retain it at thelocal level. And given
their emphasis of the centrality of man, their Constitution recognised
the need to place limitations on him, given hisdesire for power, and
his capacity to misuse it. Against this backdrop, it is interesting to
examinethe current value system that wein Indiaasasociety seemto
have, and itsimplicationsin the era of globalisation.

Thereisalwaysthe danger of over-simplification, talking about a
homogeneous and monolithic India. However, irrespective of the
cultural or social diversity in our country, one could make a
reasonable argument that a common value system is one of the
binding ingredients that give Indians a common identity.

Wearrived into theIndustrial Agewith acenturies-old set of Indian
values: asceticism, renunciation, the role of the karma yogi, the
universality in each of us, thework of (Contd... Page 4)
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CONNECTING

Globalisation, Values and Democracy

(Contd from Page 3)
our sufi saints.A neverending procession of a set of values that
emphasised the larger cosmic landscape, and the importance of our
actions being harmonious with this.

OfteninIndia, our value syssemsemphasised retrest from thematerial
world, adisengagement. Theworld of thetyagi. Thisinfuseseverything
we do, and weinterpret our world from thisframe of reference.

Asfar aspolitical structures are concerned, we have embraced a
democratic system of functioning over the past 50 years.

However, if Independence was about the power to control our
destinies, wheredid that power resideafter | ndependence? Gandhi
talked about what it would taketo gover n our selves, and heproposed
theradical ideasof grassrootsdemocr acy. Hetalked of disbanding the
Congress, and converting it into anational social service organisation.

Still, at an ingtitutional level, gover nmentsar eultimately about
power ; thepower tomaketangibledifferencetothelivesof itscitizens.
There are debates about where this power should reside, how much
of this power should be in the hands of the citizens themselves,
considering that not everybody wantsto be involved in the business
of government. And so representative democracy was away to give
some power to the citizen, in choosing her representative.
Unfortunately, we know that this doesn’t work too well. Gandhi’s
ideas were seen as too romantic, especialy in an era where grand
ideas of government were occupying the world stage.

So we have stumbled into being governed through this process
called democracy. Unfortunately, democracy isapolitical structurethat
isabit at oddswith our value system. If Democracy isastructure meant
to reflect and support the aspirations of the people, it requires active
engagement to keep it alive. Intheworld of theimmediate, inthe hustle
and bustle of everydayness. One cannot stop in the middle and ask,
“But what is the meaning of all this, we are all one after all. And
ultimately, all ismaya.” Thissort of thinking does not really resonate
with democracy. And yet, thereisan eleganceto theideaof democracy
that is very appealing to the Indian mind. The problem comes in the
doing of it, the messy stuff, antithetical to our dominant val ue system.

Added to this was the economic structure that we adopted: a
mixed economy model, with Government ruling the commanding
heights of the economy, allowing controlled and selective access to
the entrepreneurial class. And so we came out of Independence with
amis-aligned relationship between our economic structures, our value
systems, and our political arrangements.

Over the past half-century, this triangular relationship seems to
be getting more aligned, much of this by way of serendipity than
design. Onthe poalitical front, theinstitutional structuresare percolating
power closer to the citizen. States took power away from the centre,
to have agreater say in determining the quality of life of citizens. We
now have local governments being empowered with the 73rd and
74th Constitutional Amendments. Slowly, we are inching closer to
Gandhi’sdream of local self-government.

And asthe political structure creeps closer to the average citizen,
thetiming of thisin Indiaisoccuring—coincidentally - with globalisation.
Over the past decade, India has begun — sometimes reluctantly — to
dismatle the scaffolding of governmental control over the economic
order in our country, and embrace the free market with al its warts.
Whilethe debate about theillsof capitalismwill continue, with important
questions about equity and social justice being raised, it isinevitable
that there is one dominant economic paradigm in the country, as is
edsaewhereintheworld. Theaverage citizen, who hasby and large been
left out of the political debate, is being awakened by a new set of
confusing economic forces. Because over the past S0 years, theaverage
citizen has been facing aclash of valueshimself. The old value system
that he has cherished, that has such atone of spiritua sensetoitisnow

being prised open by the waves of globalisation, of material comfort,
what somewould call the celebration of human potency.

To succeed in this new order, the Indian will have to engage, to
improve her skills, to compete with other firms in the country and
around theworld. Shewill haveto embrace practicesthat emphasise
consistent quality, teamwork, organisational discipline and so on.
Her economic successwill comefromthesetraits; shewill discover to
her surprise that she possesses the capacities to compete and win
often onthe global arena. Shewill beginto believein herself.

Ironically, thisisgood for Indian politics. Becauseit isthisnew set
of engaged valuesthat will causetheIndian citizento start participating
in the political dialogue, and giving full meaning to democracy. The
forces that will create this are amost inevitable, being triggered by a
multiplicity of micro-changes in individual attitudes and improved
economic status. All three cornersof thetrianglearemoving into anew
congtellation. It is hard to ascribe cause-effect relationships between
thechangesin thesethree dimensions of economics, valuesand palitics;
however, what cannot be denied is the impact that globaisation is
having on vaue systems, which inturnwill alter political engagement.

The challenge is the baggage that it comes with.

Because, as we are set for this value tsunami on our shores, the
strange irony isthat it is happening at the time when the shores from
which this arose are migrating to their post-industrial value system,
questioning their blind pursuit of the material world. Wheretheir quest
for the surpremacy of man over natureisresulting inamortal humility
a our owninggnificanceinthelarger cosmicdrama. Andthisisresulting
in the emergence of anew set of values, less material, more tolerant,
moreinclusive, morecelebratory of differencesetc. Whilethisisnot as
evident in the United States, it is becoming more clear in Europe.

Thisis happening simultaneously with the Internet age, which is
replacing the large bureaucratic organisation and mass production.
Knowledge and individuality are gaining precedence. All these are
reinforcing energies to move the developed world into the post-
modern set of values.

My own personal belief is that the pendulum has barely begun to
swinginIndia, andit hasalongway to go. Over the next two decades, we
are going to see an enormous challengeto the value systems of the past,
being replaced by the new value systems of globalisation. This comes,
like most things, with good and bad: it lives and breathes engagement.
And with thiswill come economic success., which isgood. With it will
also come consumerism, garish over-consumption, outrageousexamples
of extreme materialism. Thisis not-so-good. But it will have to sweep
over the country, and the peoplewill haveto experienceadl this. It isnot
enough for afew to have seen the good life and then renounced it; even
if there are many who want to do the same, they do want to seethe good
lifefirst, and they cannot, must not be denied.

TheGreat Indian Dreamisyet to bearticulated, asthe Great American
Dream wasdefined in such predictably materia termsafew decadesago.
Will wedefineit in post-modern terms, asthe West itself isbeginning to
moveinto apost-indudtrialist way of life?Dowehavetoday acivilizationa
memory of our original contribution to the understanding of the Soul, or
arewe doomed to trudge the low hills of material satisfaction beforewe
too reach the wastelands of consumerism, and discover that there is
muchmoretolife. Afterdl, if wearetoleaveit tothe people, thenwemust
be prepared for the consequences of their actions.

Nothing worksout likeapretty script with everybody living happily

ever after. E

e —
Ramesh Ramanathan
Campaign Co-ordinator




AROUND JANAAGRAHA

BalaJanaagraha
Civic Exhibition
(Contd from Page 1)
by Shri V. Ramargju, Shri PG. Bakre and
Shri Nagarg (of Janaagraha) the debating

competion started.

Subsquently the 3 Judgesinspected the
stalls, Models presented by the 5
Participating Schools to evaluate them.

The best vision was presented by
Carmel School students.

In the interval students of all schools
entertai ned the audience by singing songs,
mono-acting, dance, and also jokes and
other variety entertainments. Shri
MohandasPai (Ward 54) and Administrater
of Apollo Convent Shri Devdas also
entertained the audiunce by singing songs.

Badam Milk and Biscuits were served
toal studentsand other guests. The Judges
were presented with fruit bowls in token
of appreiation of their participation &
flower boque.

The Prizes were distributed to the best
schools by 3 Judges, the president and
Abhyudaya Secretory.

The function ended with a vote of
themselves by Shri A.R. Gopalswamy
member of Abhudaya.

Transportation and arrangements were
made for ferrying the students with their
Model materials and other items and they
were dropped back at the school premiser
after the function.

- P.G. Bakre

Vice president, Abhyudaya

T.R. Gopal Krishna

Core committe member, Abhyudaya
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Society Soldiers with
their exhibits & enthusiasm
hange their

"Young

Ward

Ward 27/77




COMMUNITY ACTION

Banashankari || Stage Residents
with the BMP Commissioner

anashankari Second Stage
Welfare Association held an
Interaction Meeting with the
Commissioner of Bangalore
Mahanagar Palike Sri M.R.
Sreenivasa Murthy, on January 10,
2004 at the Suchitra Film Society,
Banashankari Il Stage which was
very well attended.
The Municipal
Councilor of the
areai.e. Ward 56 Sri
A.H. Basavargu aso
attended this Meet-
ing. Sri S.G. Hegde,
Deputy Commis-
sioner, Chief Engi-
neer and several
other senior officers
also were present.
The Meeting
started with Inau-
gural Prayer by
Kum Ananaya and
formal introduction
of the Commis-

etc.

shortly. He said that these two impor-
tant Works had brought about better liv-
ing conditions for some 15 lacs of slum
dwellers who are an important segment
of our city.

He urged the citizens to take advan-
tage of the various civic services made
available under one roof by the BMP at
the recently started Civic Centers E.g.:

BMP Commissioner’s Advice to Citizens

o take advantage of the various civic services made
available under one roof by the BMP at the recently
started Civic Centers E.g.: Payment of Taxes, issue of
birth and death certificates, approval of building plans

2 do not throw any edible stuff on the roads or footpaths
but only dispose through the dust bins cleared by the
waste collection services of BMP. Then the street dogs
will not be able to get any food and surely will perish.

throw any edible stuff on the roads or
footpaths but only dispose through the
dust bins cleared by the waste collec-
tion services of BMP. Then the street
dogswill not be able to get any food and
surely will perish and thisisthe only way
to eliminate this menace.

Regaurding demands for more parks
and play grounds, he said that all the CA
sites are under the
BDA control and
BMP will be happy
to provide addi-
tional parks and
playgrounds on
such sitesif theciti-
zens could take ini-
tiative and persuade
the BDA to make
over them to BMP.
Hefurther urged the
citizens to bring to
the attention of con-
cerned departmen-
tal persons of BMP
specific difficulties

sioner, the : : for redressal action.
Councilor. other 2 bring to the attent_lc_)n (_)f_con_cerned departmeptal Many in the audi-
Officers and the au- persons of BMP specific difficulties for redressal action. ence = mentioned

dience by the Sri
H.N. Shiva Swamy.

The Secretary Sri C.N. Krishna
Swamy explained anumber of important
issues and civic needs of the area which
had been brought to the notice of the
Commissioner prior to the Meeting.

The Councilor addressed the Meet-
ing giving an over view of the important
on going works and al so those under con-
sideration for the future devel opment of
Ward 56 and thanked the BM P, residents
and the Association for all the coopera-
tion and helpful suggestions and support
he has been receiving.

The Commissioner dwelt on all the
points in his response and also some of
the major projects undertaken by BMP,
which had made a difference to the liv-
ing conditions of the Citizens.

He mentioned about the execution of
piped water supply to the slums, and also
provision of underground sewerage sys-
tem, both of which would be completed

Payment of Taxes, issue of birth and
death certificates, approval of building
plans etc. Over a period of time such
Centers would be expanded.

While covering theitems highlighted
by the Secretary, the Commissioner ex-
plained the efforts made by the BMP for
improvements of roads, footpaths, cul-
verts etc. He agreed that the stray dog
menace was serious but the efforts made
by the BMP are giving promising results.

He empahasised that citizens must not

ADDRESS oF BSSWA

BANASHANKARI || STAGE WELFARE
AssocIATION (REGISTERED)

No. 451, 22" A Cross, 10" Main,
Banashankari Il Stage,
Bangalore - 560070.

Ph : 6710265

about drainage de-

bris clearance, high
raise culverts at road crossings, uneven
pavements, bad roads, water clogging due
incorrect slopes etc. The Dy Commis-
sioner responded suitably.

The Secretary of the Association em-
phasised that as there are regular peri-
odical meetingswith the Engineering De-
partment of BMP, BESCOM and BWSSB,
all the grievances can be focussed at
these forums for quick attention and
action. Sri Y V Aswathanarayanaassisted
in the open house proceedings.

President of BSSWA Sri B.S.
Renukaradhya summarised the open
house discussions and thereafter Sri
Putta Subbappa proposed a Vote of
Thanks and the Meeting came to an end.
Sri G.S. Gundu Rao compeered the M eet-
ing.

The Commissioner released the Janu-
ary 2004 edition of Samudaaya Vani on
this occassion. - G.S. Gundu Rao




